
 

Whitehill 

Environmental 

Noreen McLoughlin, MSc 

Environmental Consultant 

 Whitehill 

 Edgeworthstown 

 Co. Longford 

    (087) 4127248 / (043) 6672777    

    
noreen.mcloughlin@gmail.com 

 

   

EEDDGGEEWWOORRTTHHSSTTOOWWNN  BB IIOODDIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  AAUUDDIITT     

AANNDD  MMAANN AAGGEEMMEENNTT  PPLL AANN   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Prepared for 

 

Edgeworthstown Tidy Towns Association 

 
May 2016 



EEDDGG EEWW OORR TTHHSS TTOOWWNN  TT II DDYY  TTOO WWNNSS   BB II OO DD IIVVEE RRSS II TTYY   AAUU DDII TT   AANN DD  MMAA NNAAGGEE MMEE NN TT  PP LLAANN   

  

  i 

TTAABBLLEE  OOFF  CCOONNTTEENNTTSS  

TABLE OF CONTENTS ____________________________________________________ I 

1 INTRODUCTION ____________________________________________________ 1 

1.1 Background Information .......................................................................................... 1 

1.2 About Edgeworthstown ............................................................................................ 3 

1.3 Methodology ............................................................................................................ 4 

2 RESULTS _________________________________________________________ 5 

2.1 Edgeworthstown’s Habitats ..................................................................................... 5 

3 DISCUSSION ______________________________________________________ 16 

3.1 Local Biodiversity Areas........................................................................................ 16 

3.2 Management Plan for Biodiversity in Edgeworthstown ........................................ 17 

3.3 Future Projects ....................................................................................................... 20 

4 REFERENCES _____________________________________________________ 21 

5 APPENDIX I – MAPS _______________________________________________ 22 

6 APPENDIX II – LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED ____________________________ 23 



EEDDGG EEWW OORR TTHHSS TTOOWWNN  TT II DDYY  TTOO WWNNSS   BB II OO DDIIVVEE RRSS II TTYY   AAUU DDII TT   AANN DD  MMAA NNAAGGEE MMEE NN TT  PP LLAANN  22001111   

  

1 

11  IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN        

1.1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In 2010, Edgeworthstown Tidy Towns Association commissioned Flynn-Furney 

Environmental Consultants to prepare a Three-Year Plan for the town (Flynn, 2010).  This 

plan recommended that a wildlife and habitat survey be carried out.  Following this 

recommendation, Noreen McLoughlin, MSc., MCIEEM undertook a survey for the 

Edgeworthstown Tidy Towns Association in April and May 2011.  The main purposes of the 

survey were: 

 To identify and describe the different habitat types in Edgeworthstown;  

 To assess the value of these habitats for biodiversity; 

 To produce a management plan for the habitats of the town; 

 To propose potential future projects that could be undertaken to enhance biodiversity 

in the town and to increase the awareness of biodiversity in the locality; 

 To fulfil the criteria and objectives of the Tidy Towns Competition. 

The scope of the area under study was taken as the area within the 50km speed limit zone.  

This is the area that is assessed as part of the Tidy Towns adjudication process.  However, if 

there were any areas of note outside this limit but still within the parish boundary they were 

included as part of this study.  This was done because the importance of connectivity between 

habitats is vital for the preservation and enhancement of biodiversity. 

This biodiversity audit did not attempt to survey the biodiversity of Edgeworthstown in its 

entirety. Instead, representative areas were chosen, with an emphasis on those areas accessible 

to the general public. The plan includes individual descriptions of sites surveyed, with 

information on location, access, habitats and species. There is also general information on 

birds, mammals, geography and geology.  
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Biodiversity 

The term ‘biodiversity’ is short for biological diversity and it encompasses all life on earth. 

Apart from species of plant and animal, it includes diversity at a larger scale e.g. habitats and 

at a smaller scale i.e. genetic diversity.  The importance of biodiversity has been formally 

recognised since 1992, when the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development was held in Rio de Janeiro and the Convention on Biological Diversity was 

agreed.  Ireland ratified the convention in 1996.  Ireland’s first National Biodiversity Plan 

was published in 2002 and this highlighted the need for local biodiversity plans.  Biodiversity 

has now become an integral part of the Tidy Towns Competition and a special Notice Nature 

award sponsored by the National Parks and Wildlife Service, goes to the towns which have 

shown initiative to protect biodiversity and their local environment.  

 

 

Biodiversity is the Variety of Life on Earth 
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1.2 ABOUT EDGEWORTHSTOWN 

Edgeworthstown is a busy town in County Longford.  It has a population of approximately 

1,500 people (2006).  It lies on the east side of County Longford, close to its border with 

County Westmeath and where the N4 Dublin – Sligo road intersects the N55 Cavan – Athlone 

Road.  The Dublin – Sligo rail-line also passes through Edgeworthstown and this is an 

enormous assist to the community.  In the Midlands Regional Planning Guidelines, 

Edgeworthstown has been recognised  as a service town, given its good transport 

infrastructure.  During the economic boom, it saw an unprecedented level of development and 

a large number of housing estates were constructed on the outskirts of the town.   

Historically, the town takes its name from the Edgeworth family, who first arrived in Ireland 

in 1585, from a village in Middlesex in England called Edgeworth or Edgeware, and were 

granted 600 acres in Mostrim in 1619.  The family were resident in Edgeworthstown until 

1935. The most prominent members of this family were father and daughter Richard Lovell 

Edgeworth and Maria.  Richard was a famous inventor and surveyor while Maria is 

considered to be one of the most influential novelists of the English language, best known for 

her novel Castle Rackrent. 

Edgeworthstown is also known as Mostrim which is derived from the Irish name Meathas 

Troim meaning “fertile ridge,” due to its situation on a tract of fertile, elevated land. The first 

record of settlement in the area, Edgeworthstown House, was built in the 1720s, and the 

existing town developed from this point.  Many of the other buildings in the town date from 

the early nineteenth century.  The shape of the town is somewhat unusual and is characteristic 

of eighteenth century town planning, with the major thoroughfare terminating in a prominent 

building, thus creating a distinct sense of enclosure and providing definition of the central 

core area.   

Edgeworthstown is surrounded mostly by agricultural land with boundaries that are defined 

by an extensive network of hedgerows and drains.  These hedgerows and drains form many 

townland boundaries within the parish.  The main soil type in the undeveloped areas is deep 

mineral soil that ranges from well drained to poorly drained.  The subsoils of the underlying 

area varies and they include chert till and sandstone and shale till (source: EPA.ie). 
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1.3 METHODOLOGY 

This survey was carried out by desk research and field survey in April and May 2011. This 

survey was updated in May 2016 to include works that have been carried out since 2011.  

Maps and aerial photos from the Ordinance Survey of Ireland were consulted and examined.  

In addition, information on any habitats, species and landscape were obtained from the 

websites of the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the Environmental Protection Agency 

and the National Biodiversity Data Centre.   

The field survey element of this study was carried out in May 2011.  Habitats were identified, 

mapped and classified according to Fossit (2000) and to the Heritage Council’s Best Practice 

Guidance for Habitat Survey and Mapping (2011).     

Any species of birds or mammals observed were recorded and noted.  However, a full bird 

and mammal survey was beyond the scope of this current report. 

 

 

Hedgerow on the Bracklin Road approaching Edgeworthstown 
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22  RREESSUULLTTSS  

2.1 EDGEWORTHSTOWN’S HABITATS 

Edgeworthstown has a range of habitats that are typical of a small town in the midlands.  

These habitats are summarised in the following section. 

2.1.1 The Green 

The Green, as it is known locally, as the largest, green public area in Edgeworthstown.  

Historically, it was known as the “Fair Green” and it can be seen on the old OSI 6 inch maps 

(1837 – 1842) and the 25inch maps (1888 – 1913).  It is approximately 4 acres in area and 

provides facilities for the locals including a playground, an all weather pitch, a walking track 

around the perimeter, a basketball court, a tennis court and a small community centre.   

The dominant habitat remaining in the Green is amenity grassland.  This grassland type is 

generally species poor.  It is kept short and mown regularly and therefore, it is of relatively 

low value for biodiversity.  Species recorded here include rye grasses, daisy Bellis perennis, 

ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata, dandelion Taraxacum vulgaria and clover Trifolium sp.  

The verges at the western section of the Green are mown less frequently and they display a 

greater variety of plants.  Species observed here included spear thistle Cirsium vulgare, 

ragged robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, bush vetch Vicia sepium and wood avens Geum urbanum.  

 

Along the Upper Section of the River Black in the Green 

Other habitats present on the site include hedgerows and stone walls.  The hedgerows are 

mostly comprised of native species such as hawthorn Crataegus monogyna. Wild privet 

Ligustrum vulgare also occurs here.  Of much higher value for biodiversity are the hedgerows 

and old stone wall boundaries of the site.  There are some also notable specimen trees on the 

site including two mature sessile oak trees and an old Scot’s Pine that is growing at a peculiar 

angle.   



EEDDGG EEWW OORR TTHHSS TTOOWWNN  TT II DDYY  TTOO WWNNSS   BB II OO DDIIVVEE RRSS II TTYY   AAUU DDII TT   AANN DD  MMAA NNAAGGEE MMEE NN TT  PP LLAANN  22001111   

  

6 

 

Hedgerow, Stone Wall and Verge in the Green.  This Area has now been Planted with a Wildlife Garden. 

 

The River Black also flows through the Green.  Much of its course through the Green is now 

channelled and modified and these alterations would have considerably lowered the habitat 

value of this section of the river.  However, the upper section of the river has not been 

modified and with some work this section could become a valuable habitat for wildlife.  The 

River Black is described in greater detail in the following section. 

 

Section of the River Black in the Green 
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Habitat Types Found in the Green (Fossit 2000) 

 Amenity Grassland GA2 

 Hedgerow WL1 

 Scattered Trees and Parkland WD5 

 Scrub WS1 

 Depositing / Lowland River FW2 

 Stonewalls BL1 

 Flower Beds and Borders BC4 

 Buildings and Artificial Surfaces BL3 

 

Ragged Robin 

2.1.2 The River Black 

This is a small river that rises in the townland of Lisnanagh, approximately 3km north-west of 

Edgeworthstown.  It then flows through low lying agricultural land where it joined by a 

network of drainage ditches.  On the western outskirts of the town if flows behind a pet food 

factory and through some recently constructed housing estates.  It then flows through the area 

know as The Green and this is the most accessible stretch of the river.  Following this, it flows 

though agricultural land before it flows under the recently constructed Edgeworthstown By-

Pass. On the east side of the town it flows through agricultural land again and towards the 

Longford – Westmeath county boundary where it flows through an area of raised and cutover 

bog and a conifer plantation.  Historically (old version OSI maps) the River Black flowed into 

and out of Glen Lough (prior to the drainage scheme that drained this lake) before it flowed 

north-east and then south-east towards the River Inny, where it joined it in the townland of 

Boltomy just downstream of Lough Iron.  However, since the lake was drained the flow of the 

river has been altered and it is now connected to the marsh area of Glen Lough by a drainage 

channel. 

Since the commencement of the EPA Water Quality Monitoring Programme, the River Black 

has consistently failed to reach good ecological status, i.e., it has always been quite polluted.  

The earliest information from the EPA comes from 1987, when a Q value of 1-2 (i.e., bad 
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status / severe pollution) was assigned to the river at the sampling station at the Ballymahon 

Bridge in Edgeworthstown.  In the intervening years, the EPA Q value from this station has 

ranged from Q1 (bad status) to a Q3 in 2002 (poor status).  The latest EPA rating from the 

River Black at Ballymahon Bridge was a Q2-3 (poor status) and this was obtained in 2014.  

This seems to have deteriorated since a survey of the river by Whitehill Environmental in 

2010, when a Q3 was obtained.  

Where the River Black flows under the Edgeworthstown By-Pass, there is a small area of 

semi-natural habitat which has the potential to achieve a high level of biodiversity in the local 

context.  During the construction of the by-pass in 2005 and 2006, a large number of trees 

were planted along this stretch, including willows Salix sp., downy birch Betula pubescens, 

sessile oak Quercus petraea, ash Fraxinus excelsior and hazel Corylus avellana.  Closer to 

the river, there is a small area of poorly drained grassland (classified as wet grassland GS4).  

Species observed here included soft rush Juncus effusus, hard rush Juncus inflexus, horsetail 

Equisetum sp, silverweed Argentina anserina, meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria and 

creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans.  A small stand of the invasive Japanese knotweed was 

also observed in this area. 

 

Where the River Black flows under the N4
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2.1.3 “The Backs” / St. Elizabeth’s 

The pedestrian walkway that connects the Granard Road to Devine Crescent is known locally 

as “The Backs”.  This is small walkway with a mature hedgerow and tree line.  It was cut 

deep so there is also some interesting exposed rock strata.  The main tree species here is 

sycamore whilst rhododendron and blackthorn are also present.  There are some lovely 

hedgerow plants along here and these are well worth preserving.  Species recorded here 

included wood avens Geum urbanum, golden saxifrage Chrysosplenium oppositifolium, hedge 

woundwort Stachys sylvatica, Lords and Ladies Arum maculatum and garlic mustard Alliaria 

petiolata.  

The area within the garden at St. Elizabeth’s was also surveyed.  This has experienced some 

neglect in recent years and it has been invaded with Japanese knotweed.  There are some 

mature trees in the area  including silver birch Betula pendula, horse chestnut Aesculus 

hippocastanum, larch Larix decidua and lime Tilia x europaea.  There are also some 

ornamental shrubs such as weigleia, rhododendron and Kerria japonica.   

 

“View along The Backs” 

 

Biodiversity in “The Backs” 
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2.1.4 Other Habitats / Areas of Note 

Stonewalls 

Edgeworthstown has some fine examples of old stone walls, most notably in the Green and 

along the boundary of the Rectory on the Granard wall.  One of the most common flowering 

species of stone walls is Ivy-leafed toadflax Linaria Cymbalaria, and this occurs here.  

Stonewalls are also an especially valuable habitat for lichens, mosses and certain species of 

invertebrates. 

 

Stonewall Biodiversity along the Granard Road 

Hedgerows  

The approach roads into Edgeworthstown have some mature, well developed native 

hedgerow.  The dominant species is hawthorn Crataegus monogyna.  Other species that occur 

in the hedgerows include cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris, brambles Rubus fruticosus agg., 

ivy Helix hedara and nettle Urtica dioica.   

Grass Verges 

The approach roads into Edgeworthstown and the Edgeworthstown by-pass have areas of 

grass verges that could provide some value for biodiversity within the local context.  Very 

often, grassy verges can be remnants of older grassland habitats that existed before urban 

development and the intensification of agriculture.  In addition, the fact they would only be 

mown occasionally whilst receiving very little nutrient input would allow a greater number of 

plant species to grow.  Species recorded from a verge on the Bracklin Road included sweet 

vernal grass Anthoxanthum odoratum, perennial rye grass Lolium perenne, Yorkshire fog 

Holcus lanatus, hairy sedge Carex hirta, common chickweed Stellaria media, sheep’s sorrel 

Rumex acetosella, cuckoo flower Cardamine pratensis and ox-eye daisy Leucantheum 

vulgare. 
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Ox-Eye Daisy along Bracklin Road Verge 

Graveyards 

Surprisingly, graveyards are often important local places for biodiversity, e.g., they can be 

frequented by species such as hedgehogs and barn owls.  The management of graveyards is 

less intense than amenity grassland as the mowing is less frequent.  Therefore, a wider variety 

of grasses and broadleaf plants are often present.  Edgeworthstown has two graveyards, St. 

John’s Graveyard and Aughafin.   

Designated Areas 

There are no areas within the parish of Edgeworthstown that have been designated as Natural 

Heritage Areas (NHAs) under the Irish Wildlife Acts, as Special Areas of Conservation 

(SAC) under the EU Habitats Directive or as Special Protection Areas (SPA) under the EU 

Birds Directive.  The closest designated areas to the town are Ardgullian Bog, a raised bog 

SAC that is approximately 4 miles north-east of the town and Glen Lake, a fen habitat that has 

been designated as an SPA which is approximately 3.5 miles south east of the town. 
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2.1.5 Species of Note 

There are two mature sessile oak trees Quercus petraea in the Green.  These two trees are 

important habitats in their own right as they support many indigenous birds, invertebrates, 

fungi and lichens.  In Ireland, almost 20 species of bird and over 200 species of insect inhabit 

the oak.  One tree can be home to 50 different types of lichens alone. 

 

Sessile Oak in the Green 

No mammal species were observed during the course of this survey, however it is likely that 

species such as the fox Vulpes vulpes would occur around the town.  Foxes are becoming 

increasing common in urban areas.  There are no official records for otter in the 

Edgeworthstown area, however they do occur downstream in the River Black, close to Glen 

Lough SPA (Susan Moles, pers comm.).  There are no official bat records for the town area 

either, but this does not mean bats are absent.  Rather it is a reflection of the lack of recording 

in the area.  It is likely that bat species are present in the area and the most probable species 

would be the common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus and the soprano pipistrelle 

Pipistrellus pygmaeus. 

Bird species observed and heard during the survey included those typical of gardens and 

woodland and included: 

 Blue tit Parus caeruleus 

 Great tit Parus major 

 Robin Erithacus rubecula 

 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

 Magpie Pica pica 
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 Rook Corvus frugilegus 

 Jackdaw Corvus monedula 

 Sparrow Passer domesticus 

 Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

 Swallow Hirundo rustica 

 Blackbird Turdus merula 

 Wood pigeon Columba palumbus 

All of the bird species observed during the survey are protected under Irish law (Wildlife 

Acts, 1976, 2000). Of these, the swallow, is on the Amber List of Birds of Conservation 

Concern (Birdwatch Ireland, 2008), being of medium conservation concern. 

2.1.6 Invasive Species   

There are many stands of Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica in Edgeworthstown and it has 

increased its range significantly in recent years.  Japanese knotweed is a perennial plant that 

was introduced into Europe in the late 19
th
 century as an ornamental garden plant.  It spreads 

vigorously by underground rhizomes and it can regenerate successfully from the smallest root 

or cutting.  It reaches a height of up to 2m and it can grow up to 10cm per day.  It is one of the 

most invasive species in the world.  It can cause extensive damage to infrastructure, river 

banks and it also out competes with native flora.   

 

Japanese knotweed along of Banks of the River Black in the Green 
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There are no legal provisions which protect our flora from the spread of Japanese Knotweed.  

However the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 states that 'anyone who plants or otherwise 

causes to grow in the wild – in any place in the State any species of (exotic) flora, or the 

flowers, roots, seeds or spores of (exotic) flora shall be guilty of an offence'.   

In Edgeworthstown, Japanese Knotweed can be found in the following locations: 

 Along the banks of the River Black in the Green (treated in 2015); 

 In a neglected building site beside the Health Centre; 

 Growing in the boundary wall in the yard of Quinn’s Supply Stores; 

 Along the footpath near St. Mary’s Parish Hall; 

 In the garden adjacent to the Supervalu Car Park; 

 On the Castlepollard Road; 

 Within the grounds of St. Elizabeth’s Convent. 

In the last two years, an eradication programme for Japanese knotweed has been carried out in 

County Longford in conjunction with Edgeworthstown Tidy Towns and Longford 

Environmental Alliance under the LA21 Partnership Scheme.  Certain areas in 

Edgeworthstown were identified for the removal of this species.  The stand along the River 

Black in the Green was treated in 2015 and will be re-treated in 2016 if necessary.   

 

Japanese knotweed Growing in the Walls 
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2.1.7 Biodiversity Works Since 2011 

Since the initial biodiversity report in 2011, certain measures have been introduced in 

Edgeworthstown to increase biodiversity at a local level.  Bat boxes and bird boxes have been 

erected in the Green to encourage nesting birds and an information panel on biodiversity in 

the Green has also been erected to inform the public of wildlife that can be found locally.  A 

proper composting area has also been constructed in the Green in recent years. 

In 2015, Longford Environmental Alliance funded a wildlife garden in the Green in memory 

of their founding member Antoinette Truman.  This garden has been planted with a mixture of 

native species and non-native species that are very attractive to butterflies and bees, such as a 

native crab apple, sedum, verbena and cat mint.  This area is also adjacent to a stone wall / 

verge habitat with plants and habitats that are attractive to bumble bees and solitary bees.  

Tufted vetch Vicia cracca is a common plant here and this is an extremely important wild 

plant for pollinators.  There are suitable burrowing habitats for solitary bees here in areas of 

sand and small holes in the sand indicate that solitary bees are using this area already.   

The Tidy Towns group have also identified a number of verges along roads where the 

mowing regime has been relaxed to allow wild flower and grass species to grow and flourish.   

 

 

Biodiversity Garden in the Green 
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33  DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONN  

3.1 LOCAL BIODIVERSITY AREAS 

This survey has revealed that there is a relatively limited range of natural habitats in 

Edgeworthstown.  Within these habitats, none would be important on a national context but 

they do have value locally, especially if they are managed correctly in the future.  Correct 

management will result in an increase in the biodiversity of the area and it should be a long-

term goal of the Edgeworthstown Tidy Towns Association to manage these areas with a view 

to designating them as Local Biodiversity Areas (LBA). Local Biodiversity Areas have no 

statutory basis, however they are important on a local level.     

In Edgeworthstown, there are two areas that have the potential to become Local Biodiversity 

Areas, namely the upper course of the River Black in the Green and where the River Black 

flows under the Edgeworthstown by-pass.  The area known as “The Backs” could also be 

designated as such.  These first two areas are along one river corridor and this is one of the 

most important principles of maintaining and protecting biodiversity, i.e., areas that are linked 

are more effective at functioning on an ecological level than areas that are isolated.  

Unfortunately, the lower section of the River Black in the Green has been channelled and so 

there is a limited scope for enhancing biodiversity along this section, however some measures 

could be taken to increase its value.  These and other measures will be discussed in the 

following section.  

 
 

A Sandy, Sunny Bank in the Green with Solitary Bee Holes Visible 
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3.2 MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR BIODIVERSITY IN EDGEWORTHSTOWN 

In order to increase the value of habitats in Edgeworthstown, it is vital that they are managed 

correctly.  The long-term goal should be to achieve a greater diversity of plants in the area and 

this in turn will encourage a greater diversity of butterflies, moths, other insects and birds.  

The creation of a local biodiversity area in the Green will be relatively easy to achieve and the 

following measures could be put in place: 

 Relevant actions outlined in the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015 should be carried out 

in certain areas.  The guidance document to accompany this plan “Local Communities: 

Actions to Help Pollinators” should be referred to as this has excellent, low costs ways 

to encourage pollinators.  

 The use of pesticides and fertilisers should be avoided.  The eradication of knotweed 

would be an exception (using injection techniques or weed wiping, in consultation 

with an expert); 

 Allowing more light into this upper section of the river would be a benefit.  The 

removal of some of the shrubs such as garden privet would achieve this; 

 Some of the non native shrubs and trees, such as the small leylandiis, should be 

removed and replaced with native shrubs that have a greater benefit to local wildlife.  

These could also be removed and replaced with native shrubs or wildlife attracting 

perennials; 

 The verges in this section of the Green could be left un-mowed for much of the time as 

wild plants like dandelions, clover and vetches are all vital for pollinators such as bees 

and hoverflies.  Mowing the very outer edges of the verge would indicate that this is a 

deliberate choice of management.  Mowing once at the end of the summer or early 

autumn would encourage many wild plants that flower in the summer;  

 The banks of the lower sections of the River Black in the Green could also be 

managed less intensely.  Mowing could be kept to a minimum whilst any grass that is 

cut should be removed.  This will increase the benefit of the river as a wildlife 

corridor; 

 A greater variety of lichens, mosses and invertebrates could also be encouraged by 

leaving some dead wood to decay in a corner of this proposed biodiversity area.  This 

could even encourage mammals such as the hedgehog. 
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Remove Non-Native Plants from River Black Banks 

The second proposed biodiversity area, where the River Black flows under the N4, could be 

maintained if the following management measures are put into place: 

 The Japanese knotweed should be removed and care should be taken to ensure that 

this spreads no further; 

 No herbicides or fertilisers should be used here, with the exception for the control of 

knotweed (by injection); 

 Long term management should involve cutting only once or twice a year.  A spring 

flowering meadow should be cut from July onwards.  The regime here should be 

reviewed annually as some of the more vigorous species, e.g., nettles, may need to be 

removed to encourage a greater diversity of plants. 
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In general, the management of other areas around Edgeworthstown will involve very little 

work.  The following measures could be put into place: 

 Verges approaching the town could be left un-mowed until late summer.  To show that 

this is a deliberate choice the outer edge of the verge could be kept short; 

 Hedgerows on approach roads should only be cut back outside of the bird nesting 

season.  The cutting of hedgerows between March 1
st
 and 31

st
 August is illegal under 

the Irish Wildlife Acts; 

 Landscaping (including window boxes and planters) should involve the use of native 

Irish plants and ones that bring maximum benefit to wildlife by providing pollen and 

berries; 

 Japanese knotweed needs to be eradicated; 

 Local residents groups in the housing estate areas could be encouraged to manage part 

of their green areas for biodiversity; 

 The vegetation on stone walls should be retained. 

 

An Un-Mowed Verge on the Bracklin Road 



EEDDGG EEWW OORR TTHHSS TTOOWWNN  TT II DDYY  TTOO WWNNSS   BB II OO DDIIVVEE RRSS II TTYY   AAUU DDII TT   AANN DD  MMAA NNAAGGEE MMEE NN TT  PP LLAANN  22001111   

  

20 

3.3 FUTURE PROJECTS 

Edgeworthstown Tidy Towns have indicated their intention to carry out the following future 

projects: 

 The creation of a bee hotel near the biodiversity area in the Green; 

 A school trip to learn more about the wildlife in Glen Lough SPA. 

 

 

Potential Local Biodiversity Area along the Edgeworthstown By-Pass 
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55  AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX  II  ––  MMAAPPSS  
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66  AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX  IIII  ––  LLIISSTT  OOFF  SSPPEECCIIEESS  RREECCOORRDDEEDD  

Plants 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Annual meadow grass Poa annua 

Ash Fraxinus excelsior 

Barberry Berberis sp. 

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa 

Bramble Rubus fruticosis sp. 

Broad leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius 

Bush vetch Vicia sepium 

Cleavers Galium aperine 

Common chickweed Stellaria media 

Common daisy Bellis perennis 

Common Figwort Scrophularia nodosa 

Common lime tree Tilia x europaea 

Common nettle Urtica dioica 

Cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris 

Creeping buttercup Ranunculus reptans 

Creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans 

Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense 

Cuckoo flower Cardamine pratensis 

Dandelion Taraxacum officinale 

European larch Larix deciduas 

Flag iris Iris pseudoacorus 

Fuchsia Fuchsia magellanica 

Garden privet Ligustrum Ovalifolium 

Garlic mustard  Alliaria petiolata 
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Germander speedwell Veronica chamaedrys 

Golden saxifrage Chrysosplenium oppositifolium 

Hairy sedge Carex hirta 

Hard rush Juncus inflexus 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 

Hazel Corylus avellana 

Hedge woundwort  Stachys sylvatica 

Herb Robert Geranium robertianum 

Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium 

Horse chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum 

Horsetail Equisetum sp. 

Ivy Hedera helix 

Ivy-leafed toadflax Linaria Cymbalaria 

Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica 

Leyland Cypress Cupressocyparis leylandii 

Lords and Ladies  Arum maculatum 

Male fern Dryopteris filix-mas 

Meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris 

Ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare 

Perennial rye-grass Lolium perenne 

Ragged robin Lychnis flos-cuculi 

Red clover Trifolium pratense 

Red fescue Festuca rubra 

Ribwort plaintain Plantago lanceolata 

Scot’s Pine Pinus sylvestris 

Sessile oak Quercus petraea 

Sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella 



EEDDGG EEWW OORR TTHHSS TTOOWWNN  TT II DDYY  TTOO WWNNSS   BB II OO DDIIVVEE RRSS II TTYY   AAUU DDII TT   AANN DD  MMAA NNAAGGEE MMEE NN TT  PP LLAANN  22001111   

  

25 

Silver birch Betula pendula 

Silverweed Argentina anserina 

Soft rush Juncus effusus 

Sweet vernal grass Anthoxanthum odoratum 

Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus 

Timothy grass Phleum pratense 

Tufted vetch Vicia cracca 

Variegated popular Populus x canicans 

White clover Trifolium repens 

Wild privet Ligustrum vulgare 

Willow species Salix sp. 

Willowherb sp. Epilobium 

Wood avens Geum urbanum 

Yew Taxus baccata 

Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus 
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Animals 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Beetle Elminthidae 

Beetle Halipidae 

Blackbird Turdus merula 

Blue tit Parus caeruleus 

Cased caddis fly Limniphilidae 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

Crane fly Tipulidae 

Freshwater bivalve Sphaeridae 

Freshwater leech Glossiphonidae 

Freshwater leech Hirudinidae 

Freshwater louse Asellus aquaticus 

Freshwater shrimp Gammarus duebeni 

Freshwater snail Viviparus 

Great tit Parus major 

Jackdaw Corvus monedula 

Large white butterfly Pieris brassicae 

Magpie Pica pica 

Mayfly Baetis rhodani 

Non biting madge Chironomidae 

Orange tip butterfly Anthocharis cardamines 

Robin Erithacus rubecula 

Rook Corvus frugilegus 

Sparrow Passer domesticus 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

Stonefly Leuctra 
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Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Uncased caddis Hydropsychidae 

Uncased caddis fly Polycentropidae 

Wood pigeon Columba palumbus 

 


